
 
Minutes of the Medway and Swale Boating Association 

Business Meeting held Tuesday 6th September 2016 at Kent Boat and Ski Club, Cuxton 
Meeting commenced at 19.00 

 

Present: Kelly Tolhurst (MSBA Patron) John Gore (MSBA Chairman) Morris Tolhurst (MSBA Treasurer) 

Tony Lavelle (MSBA Webmaster) Gavin Parson (MSBA secretary and Hoverclub UK) Brian Corbett (MSBA 

Vice Chairman) Bill Shepherd (RYA) Don Cuckow (KBSC) Steve Bailey (KBSC) Wil Pretty (Hoo Ness YC & 

Segas SC) Catherine Gore (Medway YC) Brian Cameron (REYC & RCC) Syd Platt (TSBT) David Lavender 

(Kent Police) Derek Zobel (Wilsonian SC) Martin Vinton (Wilsonian SC) Christine Godber (Wilsonian SC) 

Tony Kingswood (Hundred of Hoo SC) Tim Corthorn (MVS) Robert Woodhouse (MVS) Ed Woollard 

(Medway Council) John Webb (HCC) Royce Watchorn (Strood Yacht Club) Nelson Wood (HCGB) Russ 

Pullen (The British Hovercraft Company) Liz McVeigh (Medway Towns Rowing Club) 

Apologies for Absence: Hayley Taylor (Medway Council) Lawrence McVeigh (RNSA) Mark Evans 

(Queenborough Harbour Trust) Bob Pettit (Strood YC) Peter Norris (MSBA Exec committee member) 

Colin Weston (MYC) Carl Cristina (HCGB) David Brooks (Cambria Trust) Clinton Lyon (Gillingham Marina 

and Mariners Farm) Stuart Bradley (Queenborough Harbour Trust) Derek Chalk (Hoo Ness YC) 

Minutes of Business Meeting 7th June 2016: Minutes accepted. No matters arising. 

Chairmans’ Report: John Reported that he is trying to arrange a meeting with Peel Ports, Medway 

Council and the Police to discuss the matter of Jetskis using the Gillingham Strand slipway. A number of 

complaints have been received regarding speeding and irresponsible behaviour. 

Wil Pretty is holding a number of old Medway Yachting Association trophies which could be given away 

if any clubs wanted them. However, a number of trophies were donated by individuals or clubs for a 

specific type of event/race and should continue to be used for that purpose. (A number of trophies were 

lent to Wilsonian YC for dinghy racing and the matter of insurance for the trophies was raised- Tony 

advised that the trophies were not insured. The issue of who pays for the trophies to be re-engraved 

each year was also raised. Christine Godber asked if the MSBA will continue to pay for engraving and a 

holder of a trophy requests re-imbursement for engraving it himself). John stated that the trophies 

should be engraved collectively but the matter needs further debate. 

The next business meeting is also the AGM and there will be a debate on accepting individuals as 

members. 

The executive committee is looking for some new members even in a part time role so asked for any 

volunteers to come forward at the AGM? 

Vice Chairmans’ Report: Brian has become a trustee of The Maritime Heritage Trust and the trust is 

trying to move away from large scale projects and is trying to get an understanding of individual, 

personal projects and looking at ways to help them. 

Rhoda Mary- Still raising money. Storylines in Cornwall are presenting an audio-visual presentation 

about Cornish fruit schooners. 



The Royal racing yacht Bloodhound may be in the Medway next year and available for charter. 

Secretary’s report: A reminder that MSBA window stickers are free and member clubs and organizations 

are encouraged to display them in their cars, boats and building windows. They are available at all 

business meetings or by emailing the secretary for some to be sent by post. 

Gavin and Morris have attended the Medway Open Spaces consultation meetings and suggested ways 

of improving river access facilities at the Strand and in Rochester and Strood. This includes ongoing 

improvements to the piers, hopefully providing new slipways and even improving step access to the 

water. 

We are awaiting news from Medway Council on how their Coastal Communities Fund application is 

going for improvement funding for Commodore’s Hard at Gillingham Strand. We were expecting to hear 

that the bid had reached stage 2 at the end of August but no news has been received yet. 

Treasurer’s Report: Cash at bank is £16,128.58. Only expenditure is for the website and the dinghy 

trophy engraving of £58. Still chasing ten outstanding subscriptions, although some may not renew their 

memberships. 

Webmaster/ Membership Secretary: The website is continually being updated with news which is also 

linked to the Facebook page. The number of “likes” gives us an indication of the number of people 

following the news items. 

The recent news of the Notice to Mariners of the Grain Power station chimney demolition resulted in 

2000 likes within 2 hours. If anyone is going to watch the demolition, there are no restrictions to 

navigation. Other news was a large fire at Acorn Shipyard.  

If anyone has any events to go on the MSBA website calendar, please notify Tony. This may help to avoid 

event clashes. However, the matter of event clashes needs to be on the agenda of meetings with Peel 

Ports and Medway Council in order to find a resolution. 

The website now has a reciprocal link with the East Coast Pilot website. 

The Cambria Trust has now applied to join the MSBA which is great as we would like to see more 

individual sailing barges in the association. 

Tony announced that he will be stepping down as membership secretary at the AGM but is happy to 

carry on as webmaster. 

Burgees are available for £10 and mugs are available for £4. Brochures are also available explaining what 

the MSBA do. 

The next Conference will be on 4th March 2017 at the St Georges Centre, Chatham. Medway Council 

have kindly let us have the centre for free. Hopefully Peel Ports will contribute again this time to pay for 

the refreshments. 

The focus of the conference will be local matters. Parking will be arranged at the nearby university. 

 

 



Peel Ports: No-one from Peel Ports was present and no report had been received. 

The chairman stated that he is trying to arrange a meeting with Peel to address a number of outstanding 

issues but no date has been agreed yet.  

Medway Council- Ed Woollard: Ed is from the Council’s Tourism department. Hayley is unable to attend 

due to attending a funeral. 

Gillingham Pier pontoon extension will commence at the end of September. LV21 has left the pier is at 

Gravesend until 2nd October attending an arts festival. 

Sun and Rochester Piers have had problems with vandalism and children playing on them. Repairs to 

token machines and lighting are being progressed. 

A £1.7 million bid for a Coastal Communities Fund grant was submitted for improvements to 

Commodore’s Hard at Gillingham Strand and Riverside Country Park. 65% of that money is for the 

Strand. However, the Council have not heard back from the CCF yet whether the bid has been approved 

for stage two. Stage two applications would be made in November with the outcome announced in 

January. More detail would be included in this stage and Martin Hall would consult with the MSBA on 

this.  

The Council is working with Rochester Bridge Trust looking at improvements to some of the land 

adjacent to the bridge. 

Dutch Raid: It is the 350th anniversary of the 1667 Dutch Raid on 8th-17th June 2017. The first weekend 

there will be a large civic event around the Dockyard and Rochester Castle inc ambassadors, dignitaries 

etc. Hopefully Dutch and British warships will attend and be located in basin 2 of the Dockyard. Basin 2 

will not be used for any other purpose. For the following two weeks there will be various Anglo-Dutch 

events such as football matches, a cycle race, a korfball match etc. There will be a major exhibition 

about the Dutch Raid at the Dockyard, the Guildhall Museum and at Upnor Castle where the existing 

exhibits will be updated. There will also be a series of talks, lectures and art events linked to anything 

Dutch. Also a Dutch market, cheese tasting etc. The Dickens festival will be a week later- 9th-11th June so 

that it falls within the same week. 

There will be a large event on the 17th, the details of which are not confirmed yet. There will be a river 

pageant on the 17th June at 2pm which the Council would like the MSBA to be involved with. 

The university is holding a conference about the Raid. On the 28th September the Dutch ambassador will 

visit the area. Various tourism organizations are involved with promoting the event both here and in the 

Netherlands. 

Links need to be established between Chatham and Upnor so that visitors can get to the various sites of 

interest. Boat trips will be arranged, additional landing pontoons may be provided at Upnor and open 

top buses may run to Upnor. 

The Dutch Offshore Sailing Club are keen to be involved and suggested that they may bring 350 yachts 

over. The Royal Maas Yacht Club in Rotterdam have also shown interest in attending. Meetings will need 

to take place with the Council, MSBA and local clubs to arrange moorings. An organization named 



Friends of The Coast has already made arrangements with MDL for berths. Ed is meeting with most local 

boat clubs to see what visitor berths might be available.  

An application was made to Visit Britain for £120K for a booking system, website and app to encourage 

visiting boaters but the bid was unsuccessful. However, it helped to raise the awareness of the 

importance of boat visitors to the Council. Future bids for other funding may happen. 

Medway in Flames will be the finale event on the 17th June. 

It was suggested that the Royal Engineers may be able to make their site at Upnor for access to Upnor 

village and to provide moorings. Dave Lavender pointed out that the site is used for emergency services 

access. Other access points at Lower Upnor are being investigated.  

A leaflet has been produced for the event but a new, improved leaflet/brochure for the event will be 

produced before January. 

MVS: Tim Corthorn of the Maritime Volunteer Service (Medway Branch) showed a presentation about 

the history of the MVS, what they can offer in the way of support boat services to local events and their 

plans to raise funds for a dedicated MVS boat or two. 

Swale Report: A meeting with Swale BC was attended by John Webb from Hollowshore Cruising Club 

and Dan Corpe from the Island Sailing Club. From Swale BC there was Councillor Ben Stokes and Bob 

Pullen who was a support officer. It appears they have a budget of £14k to encourage people to visit the 

Swale area for water related interests, but there is no dedicated council officer appointed for the job. It 

appeared they wanted John and Dan to form a working party to work on this task for them. The ideas 

that were put to them were noted by Bob Pullen who would present them to the council and give 

feedback. 

Ed Woollard offered to speak to Lynne Newton in Tourism and Regeneration at Swale BC to get an 

update. 

There is a Swale Classic Yacht and Motorboat Festival at Queenborough Harbour on Saturday 18th 

October. Contact Mark Evans or Brian Corbett for details. 

RYA Report: The RYA regions have been re-organised and now the local region is known as the London 

and South East region. There is a new regional website. 

There is a new bursary for young people who are under 14 by December 2016. If they have achieved 

something this year then they can apply for a bursary towards further development/ training etc. Details 

are on the website. http://www.rya.org.uk/rya-regions/london-south-east/hire-fleets-

bursaries/Pages/bursaries.aspx 

The Marine Management Organization have launched a public consultation on their marine plans for the 

South East and the RYA will be seeking input from the MSBA. 

What affect does Brexit have on leisure boater? A lot of the Pan-European agreements are with 

European or worldwide bodies and not with the European Union so will mainly be unaffected. 



Police Report: Dave Lavender has more leaflet about Project Kraken if anyone requires any. The Border 

Force are now active on the Thames in a new RIB. The Police would like to see an avoidance of event 

clashes. 

Crime on the river is very quiet. 

Medway River Users Association: No-one from MRUA was present and no report has been received 

although minutes of their meetings are sent to the MSBA. 

Strood Pier and riverside: David Brooks from the Cambria Trust had raised concerns to the secretary 

that the Pier was not in service and it would be a valuable asset for collecting passengers from Strood 

railway station. Peel Ports were not present to comment on this but it will be discussed at the planned 

meeting between Peel and the MSBA. 

Both Tony and Gavin have recently visited Strood riverside and noticed that the steps to the water are in 

poor condition with missing handrails and some steps are blocked off. There is a lot of metal debris in 

the mud such as old engines causing a hazard to navigation. The area has great potential for river access 

and moorings but appears to be severely neglected. 

Ed Woollard commented that regeneration plans are currently being considered and that the missing 

handrail issue should be looked at. More details will be discussed when the MSBA meet with Medway 

Council in October. Kelly Tolhurst stated that many of the areas on Strood riverside are earmarked for 

regeneration and the pier bridge section was supposed to have only been removed by Peel Ports for one 

year. Due to changes in the organization of Peel Ports, the bridge was not replaced. 

Ed stated that any regeneration should not lose any access to the river. Brian stated that all river access 

plans at Rochester riverside had been abandoned and the same should not happen in Strood. There was 

a concensus that leisure, including boating, access to river have major commercial benefits to the 

Medway area and should not be played down in favour of other commercial interests. 

MSBA grant scheme: This will be deferred until next year. and will probably be discussed at the 

conference. 

AOB: Russ Pullen stated that the HCGB’s week long cruise in July at Chatham had 36 hovercraft in 

attendance with no incidents and all went very smoothly. There were visitors from around 6 countries 

which brought an enormous financial benefit to the area. The Medway is an amazing resource for 

tourism and needs to be promoted. The event was supported by the RNSA, Chatham Historic Dockyard 

Trust, Medway Council and Peel Ports. 

GP mentioned that this highlighted the lack of permanent camping facilities in Medway. Such a facility 

with river access would be a major asset to encourage more events like this as well as occasional tourists 

with boats, canoes etc especially from Europe. 

TL highlighted that motorhome parking will be required for next year’s Dutch Raid and Ed confirmed 

that Medway Council were looking into this. 

Date of next meeting and AGM: Tuesday 6th December, 7pm at Medway Cruising Club, The Strand, 

Gillingham. 


